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at that I should free myself from prison which I
deserved by no fault, except that of trusting to the
assurances of a king/'

The shrewd burgesses who listened to Gustavus's
defence were not misled by his rhetoric, but motives
of policy told in his favour. They knew that if
Christian were once undisturbed king of the three
northern kingdoms, lie would possess a power which,
as he had already shown, he would not use to the
advantage of the League. Here was a young noble-
man of fearless character and high talent, a man who
hated the king with hereditary hatred and personal
animosity. Might-he not become a thorn in his side
and a clog upon his movements ?

This was the view of the matter taken by the
burgomaster of Liibeck and put forcibly before his
colleagues. It was therefore agreed emphatically to
refuse the king's demands, and, instead of giving up
Gustavus, to furnish him rather with the means to
return to his own country. " For who knows/' said
the worthy council, " what he may do when he gets
there."

To this refusal to deliver up the hostage the King
of Denmark replied, through his ambassadors, that
he should make a house-to-house search for his
prisoner. That was truly more than the proud city
could stomach. They answered in the most haughty
terms that they should never permit such an inter-
ference with their home rights and privileges, and in
the presence of the Danish ambassadors reassured the
fugitive of their protection and friendship.

When the news of this reply reached Christian, he